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The arrival of the Term 1 reporting period marks a point in the year for assessing student progress on the first 
months of school and a chance to set goals for the coming semester. It is an opportunity for you to work collaboratively 
with your children’s teacher and define a path for future academic and social-emotional growth for your child. Of 
course, children should be a part of this collaboration. When discussing report cards with your child, focus on the 
positive first. Starting on a positive note shows your child that you care about their accomplishments, not only areas that 
need improvement. Good effort, attendance, and work habits should be acknowledged as important components of 
academic achievement. Be careful not to overreact to grades you view to be unsatisfactory. Talk to your child and their 
teacher about these areas. Ask questions to gain insight on how you can support your child and plan for future 
improvement. The message we strive to convey to our children should be - This is important. You can do it and we 
(parents and teachers) are here to help.  Upcoming teacher/parent conferences are a perfect opportunity to discuss these 
questions/concerns with teachers. 
 This is also a good time to reflect on the current study and homework routines with your child. Involving your 
child gives her/him ownership and significance in this process, and this makes the report card relevant not only to you, 
but also to your child. By reviewing the report card, and developing a plan for the future, you will help your child find 
the road to success.  

Keep a lookout in your child’s backpack or email for your conference time. Please confirm the time with your 
child’s classroom teacher.  

HALF DAY: Nov. 18th (Fri.) - Noon Dismissal - No Lunch Served - Conferences - 1pm - 3pm 
HALF DAY: Nov. 21st (Mon) - Noon Dismissal - No Lunch Served - Conferences - 5pm-7pm 
HALF DAY: Nov. 22nd (Tues.) - Noon Dismissal - No Lunch Served - Check with classroom teacher for times 
HALF DAY: Nov. 23rd (Wed.) - Noon Dismissal - No Lunch Served - Staff & Students - Thanksgiving Break begins 

Specialist will be at the following schools for drop in appointments: :  
HWD - Friday - 1pm-3pm         RLM - Monday - 5pm-7pm HWD - Tuesday - check times with the specialist  

You may also e-mail or call the specialist for an appointment. 
mcorreia@wbridgewater.com Mr. Correia   508 894-1240  x235     Music Teacher 
ddepaola@wbridgewater.com Mrs. DePaola   508 894-1240  x234      Physical Ed Teacher 
ktomas@wbridgewater.com Mrs. Tomas   508 894-1240  x233      Art Teacher 
sodonnell@wbridgewater.com Mrs. O’Donnell     508 894-1240  x209      Computer Technology 
jdempsey@wbridgewater.com Mr. Dempsey   508 894-1240  x207      STEM  
 
ACTS OF THANKS AND GRATITUDE: This month we are asking students to think about what they can be 
thankful for and how they can express their gratitude. This week there has been a lot of discussion about Veteran’s Day. 
Many children have brought in pictures of family & friends who have served or are currently serving in the military. 
The poster states the name of the Veteran Day Hero , Veteran’s Name , Branch of Military,  Years Served  and who the 
Veteran is a Family or Friend of.   Look for the acknowledgements of Thanks and Gratitude  that are hung throughout 
our school during parent/teacher conferences.  
 
OPERATION GRATITUDE:  Our school showed support to Operation Gratitude. . As a way saying thank you to all 
who serve, students brought in their Halloween candy!  All candy will be packaged and sent for our troops to enjoy! 
 
VETERANS’ DAY: Nov. 11th - Friday - No School  
 
TRI-TOWN VETERANS' DAY PARADE:  Nov. 11, 2016 - Friday - 10am - Host: WB - Rain or Shine - Hosted by 
WB - Parade begins off North Elm Street - exercises at conclusion at the Town Hall Gazebo. Parade theme: "Thank a 
Veteran.”    Trophies will be awarded to the Best Marching Unit, Best Float/Theme and Judges’ Choice. 
 
READING CHALLENGE: Mrs. Enos reported to me that RLM students read for a total of 1,250 hours 
and 45 minutes in just one month’s time. We had 226 students participate in this reading challenge (that is 88% 
of our student body). A total of 5,003 reading leaves were turned in and hung up on our bulletin boards. Read the flyer 
that Mrs. Enos has sent out for more specific info. The bulletin boards are a big hit with the children and will be on 
display throughout the month.  Parents, feel free to take a peek at them during conferences! 
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WALKERS SAFETY: Mrs. Everett has received several phone calls from our neighbors who live off of Old Crescent 
Street/Crescent street intersection by the walking path. It was brought to our attention that this is where parents are 
parking to pick their children up as walkers. Concerns from our neighbors include: *Young distracted children darting 
into the street as cars are moving.  *Parents lingering in the street with children in tow.  *Cars obstructing emergency 
vehicles from road access. We have discussed this situation with our police department. They will be working with us 
and the neighborhood residence to monitor the safety of this area. In the future Mrs. Everett has been ask to refer the 
neighborhood calls directly to the police station.  
 
EARLY RELEASE SURROUND CARE:  All early release registrations will be done via email. Paper registration 
forms will NOT be going home.  If you would like your child to attend on Nov. 18th (Friday), Nov. 21st (Monday), 
Nov. 22nd (Tuesday) you will need to go to the school website and fill out the form on line. Please keep in mind that 
there will be three separate sign ups on the district page. You must chose the date(s) that you need your child to attend. 
The online form must be completed by noon, Wed., Nov. 16th.  Registration closes after that time. REMINDER: 
There is No PM Surround Care  on Wednesday 11/23. 
 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING: Meeting - Mon. - Nov. 14th - MSHS - The Learning Commons - 6:30pm. 
 
KIDS STUFF:  This book is NOT a sample book for you to keep. If you choose NOT to take advantage of this 
opportunity, return the KidStuff book in a bag labeled with your child’s name to your child’s teacher.  Any questions 
please contact Donna Hulme at dhulme24@gmail.com . Thank you for supporting the PTO. 
 
BOX TOP$:  Mrs. Aldred has been busy with the BoxTop redemption program.  Remember to keep cutting, trimming 
and collecting. Let’s see how busy we can keep Mrs. Aldred with this important volunteer task. Check out the new 
BoxTops App - download it - then you will be able to scan your grocery receipts. The program will credit our RLM 
BoxTops account directly. Send them in often as the BoxTops have expiration dates. To find out more info visit: 
http://www.boxtops4education.com 
 
ENRICHMENT CLASSES:  The last enrichment classes will be held on Nov. 14th - Charcoal Drawing and Bubble 
Bonanza. Parents must pick up their children promptly at 4pm at the Bus Port unless they are scheduled for our 
Surround Care program. Contact info for the Enrichment Director is Mrs. Sandy Churchill at SLCMEC@aol.com. 
 
STUDENT ABSENCES:  Absences should be reported to Mrs. Everett - ext. 200. If leaving a voicemail message, 
make sure you state your child’s name and the name of the classroom teacher. If you send an absence notice to a 
teacher, please make sure you add Mrs. Everett to the “cc”.  
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL DATES: Thank you to teachers and parents who joined our School Council. The School Council 
is a group of teachers, parents, community members, and the principal that meet regularly throughout the year to 
formulate a school improvement plan.  We will have meetings once a month on Mondays at 3:30pm in the Reading 
Room. The dates are.as follows: 11/28/16, 12/19/16, 1/30/17, 2/27/17, 3/27/17, and 4/24/17. 
 
VENDOR FAIR:  Thank you Andrea Matta and Cindi O'Connor Vanderstreet for coordinating the Vendor Fair! 
Thanks to everyone that helped set up, make baked goods, sell raffle tickets, sell baked goods & logo and cleaned up!! 
Thank you to the vendors & to everyone that came out to shop and support them & the PTO! Raffle Winners-Congrats. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  PTO is looking for a chair for Santa's Breakfast, Elf Shop & Book Fair.  If interested 
contact an officer: Ashley Warren-President - wbptopresident@gmail.com; Donna Hulme-VP wbptovp@gmail.com; 
Kim Kellogg-Secretary (wbptosecr@gmail.com); Amanda Perrault-Treasurer (wbptotreas@gamail.com) 
 
BIRTHDAYS WITH THE PRINCIPAL:  Nov. birthday students will celebrate Birthdays with the Principal at 
lunchtime in the conference room on Wed, Nov. 30th. Summer birthdays will be celebrated before school ends.  
 
PTO MEETING: PTO meeting dates: 11/15, 12/20, 1/17/17, 2/7, 3/21, 4/25 & 5/23. Meetings are held at 7pm in the 
Howard School Library. All parents and staff are welcome!  
 

The West Bridgewater Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
homelessness, or disability... 

http://westbridgewaterma.apptegy.us/o/district-office/page/surround-care
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
mailto:SLCMEC@aol.com
mailto:wbptopresident@gmail.com
mailto:wbptovp@gmail.com
mailto:wbptosecr@gmail.com
mailto:wbptotreas@gamail.com

